
Beech Green Primary School 
“Believe Grow Persevere Succeed”  

Newsletter for Wednesday 30
th

 January 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,   
 

This week has seen the start of the IMPACT sessions for parents and carers.  Having an opportunity to 

work directly with you all is fantastic; thank you so much for supporting collaborative learning. There 

was a tremendous turn out, 57 out of 60 families in Year 2! An hour is not really long enough; we have 

only just scratched the surface of our skulls, so if you‘d like to know more you could start with these 

links: 

www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/why-understanding-how-a-childs-brain-works-

at-different-ages-is-so-important-a7926111.html  

 

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/brainsmart/brain/#bb-emp  
 

We will aim to keep sending anything we think might be useful to you as working together makes a 

difference to your child.  Please do sign up for parents’ evenings next week.  
 

There are a few staffing changes since the New Year: we welcomed Mrs Parkinson back in Year 2, 

unfortunately Mrs Gough is still not well enough to return; I know there are lots of Year 3 children and 

parents who are missing her. Mrs Suwart and Mr Dawson will continue to work in J2 until we know 

more.   
 

You may already have heard that the lovely Mrs Butter is leaving at the end of this week.  Jane has 

worked at Beech Green for 17 years; she has shown incredible dedication, flexibility and excellence in 

everything she does.  We understand and support her plans to dedicate more time to completing her 

degree. With so much to offer any education environment, I know that she will enjoy success in the 

future.  Mrs Butter’s last day is Thursday, but I am hoping that we might persuade her to pop back on 

Friday 15
th

 February. 
 

Finally, today we welcomed Lizzie from the NSPCC into school.  She led assemblies for children in Years 

1-6 and ran workshops with the Upper Junior children.  She talked about how the children need to 

“speak up to say safe” and they discussed who their Trusted Adults might be.  The children were all 

incredibly sensible when talking about some sensitive issues such as worries they may have, different 

forms of abuse that children may encounter and what to do if they are worried.  Please do try to and 

discuss with your child what they learned today. 
  

Mrs Poulson                                                                                                          @beech_green   
 

Funding – We Need Parents Help – please spread the word and lobby our MP 

There are two letters at the end of this newsletter which firstly explain the inaccuracies about school 

funding, which is reported.  The other is a template you might use to adapt a letter to lobby our MP, 

who is Richard Graham MP.  To write a letter you need to address it to…  

Richard Graham MP, Constituency Office, St Peter’s House, 2 College Street, Gloucester. GL1 2NE 

Or you could attach your letter and email richard.graham.mp@parliament.uk 
 

  



Reception Change Of Dates For Parents’ Evening 

Reception is going to leave a little more time since the previous parents’ meetings, so the dates have 

changed for this year group only… 

Reception Parents’ Evening will now be on Tuesday 26th March & Thursday 28th March. 

 

Y1 – Y6 Parents’ Evening – Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 6th February 2019 
‘youcanbook.me’ will be live for Y1-Y6 parents to log on and book appointments from 9am on Thursday 

31st January.  Links will be sent out via ParentMail tomorrow.  If you need any help making an 

appointment or you encounter any issues with the system, Mrs Brindley will be available to help, in the 

School Reception Area, from 8.50 on Friday 1st, Monday 4th, Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th 

February.  Alternatively, contact the School Office or speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 

Children’s Author Visiting Beech Green 
David Lawrence Jones, children's author, is coming in on Monday 4th to do an exciting assembly for year 

1 to year 6 children; all about becoming an author and the books he has written. He will be returning on 

Wednesdays 6th to sell and sign his books. An order form will go home on Monday with every child. 
 

Slapped Cheek Syndrome 
There are several children going down with Slapped Cheek.  It's very difficult to prevent slapped cheek 

syndrome, because people who have the infection are most contagious before they develop any obvious 

symptoms, which are typically bright rosy cheeks. 

However, making sure that everyone in your household washes their hands frequently may help stop 

the infection from spreading. 

www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/slapped-cheek-syndrome   

 

KS2 Dinner Money 

Would everyone in Years 3 to 6 please login to ParentPay and check the balance of your child’s dinner 

account.  There are several accounts with dinner debt which needs to be cleared.  Please only request a 

school dinner when you have credit available on your child’s ParentPay dinner account.  Thank you. 

School dinners are the same as any café or restaurant… the meal needs to be paid for at the time of 

eating, unless you are entitled to Free School Meals.  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  

 

Gloucestershire Young Photographer of the Year Competition 2019 

How is the photography coming along?  Mrs Simmonds eagerly awaits some 

exciting pupil photos to enter in to this year’s competition. 

Every pupil is invited to enter one image of any subject.  The photos can be colour 

or black and white, sized from 6”x4” to A4 and need not be printed on 

photographic paper. The whole picture must have been photographed by the 

child and needs to be marked on the back with the title of the photograph, name of the child and Beech 

Green School.  Please hand your entry to Mrs Simmonds in the school office by Monday 25
th

 March. 

 

Easter Holiday Club 

If you would like a place for your child in the Easter Holiday Club and have not received a form from us, 

please download an application form online at www.beechgreennursery.co.uk or pick up a copy from 

Mrs Redfern in our Out of School Club.  Places are offered on a first come, first served basis.  Prices and 

more information are available on our website (above address). 
 

Did you get your post this week? 
Reception and KS1 KS2 

Children’s Author visit Children’s Author visit 

Contact school - admin@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk    Website – www.beechgreenprimary.co.uk 



 

 

 

Funding our Schools 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Governors, 

We are writing to you on behalf of all Primary Headteachers in Gloucestershire, as part of the 

Gloucestershire Association of Primary Headteachers (GAPH). You may have seen on the news and in 

the press recently the Headteachers who are campaigning for improved school funding. In 

Gloucestershire, Headteachers from all settings – Primary, Secondary and Special Schools – are meeting 

with the Local Authority to hear how further savings have to be made from budgets in this County, from 

April 2019 onwards.  It is a very serious situation with many schools struggling to provide the core offer 

and so we need your support: 
 

� Gloucestershire is one of the poorest funded local authorities in the Country and with the increases in 

staffing costs, together with the rise in the number of children needing specialist support funding; there 

simply isn’t enough money to provide the education that we want to.  

 

� Out of 150 local authorities in the country, Gloucestershire is ranked 112 (18-19 figures) 

 

� The Department for Education (DfE) says it is spending more on education than ever before. This is not 

true: while pupil numbers have increased, what schools actually receive per pupil has not increased. 

The way that the DfE had calculated this is misleading and even a letter to the Department of Education 

from the Head of UK Statistics Authority in October urged the DfE to ensure data is properly presented “in 

a way that does not mislead”. Following recent headlines, Headteachers across the Country hope very 

much that the Government and the Department for Education, in particular, will stop providing 

misleading information about spending on our schools. 

 

� When the Department for Education says that Government spending on schools is much higher than in 

other comparable countries, this is also not true.  The DfE figures include spending made by families on 

University tuition fees (loans to students) and independent (private) school fees, which adds billions of 

pounds to headline data, but has absolutely no effect on the funding received by state schools. It is a 

completely unacceptable way of defending real term cuts.   

Parents have asked how they can support the drive for improved funding.  Parent groups have lobbied 

Parliament (10 October 2018) and we want to work with you as Governors, parents and carers of children 

in our schools.   

We need you to write to your MP and ask them for their support in Parliament. Attached is a 

template letter that you could use to lobby your MP. 

 

We care passionately about our children and want them to receive the best possible education, 

opportunities and outcomes in all our schools across this County. We would like to thank you for your 

support and confirm that our campaign will work across Primary, Secondary and Special Schools and will 

remain reasonable and determined; with a single goal of ensuring that every school and pupil receives a 

much better deal in the near future. 

 

Yours sincerely 
Kerry Cunningham & Nikki Hill 

Co-Chairs of Gloucestershire Association of Primary Heads (GAPH) 

  



(TEMPLATE… please adapt this letter and send from you, the parent.  Many thanks) 
 

 

Dear  

 

School Funding in Crisis 

 

I am writing to you, from a parent’s perspective, to highlight the serious concerns I have about school 

funding. In recent years, it has become apparent that current budgets are unsustainable.  

Gloucestershire is one of the poorest funded local authorities in the UK and we are now facing a serious 

situation where some schools will struggle to provide the education they want to.  Our education 

authority is now under very serious financial pressure, which ultimately could affect my child.  Funding 

pressures are being felt across all phases and in all schools, not just my own child’s. 

 

Nationally, research has shown that more than half (55%) of school leaders in a recent survey felt that 

their deficit is untenable and this figure is likely to grow.  

 

The main concerns I have are: 

 

� Gloucestershire remains one of the lowest funded authorities.  

� The Government has told the media that it is spending more on education than they ever have 

before.  This is not true.   

� Most Gloucestershire schools now face increased staffing costs in order to provide high quality 

teaching. 

� There is an increase in the number of children coming into schools requiring expensive, specialist 

support. 

� The Government include spending made by families on university tuition fees and private school 

fess in their total education spending.  This provides a false picture. 

This situation will not be confined to my child’s school alone, and Headteachers across your 

constituency will face similar circumstances. 

 

I would like to ask you, as a matter of urgency, to write to the Chancellor Philip Hammond to call on him 

to provide more money for our schools in Gloucestershire. School budgets are being pushed beyond 

breaking point. I hope you can put pressure on the government to make sure schools in your 

constituency can continue to deliver for all pupils. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

 

  


